
 

Rule changes required for 2021 championship 

Current Rule 

3.3 Eligibility   
 

All the Championships shall be contested annually and are open only to the following: 

a Clubs Affiliated to Rowing Ireland on 1st March 

 b Rowers and Coxswains registered with rowing Ireland on the 1st June 

c Rowers who have previously competed in and completed two regattas under 
Rowing Ireland rules during their lifetime. 

Change to: 

 
3.3 Eligibility   

 
All the Championships shall be contested annually and are open only to the following: 

a Clubs Affiliated to Rowing Ireland on 1st March 

 b Rowers and Coxswains registered with rowing Ireland on the 1st June 

c   Rowers who have previously competed in and completed two regattas under 
Rowing Ireland rules during their lifetime. This rule is suspended for the Novice grade 
for the 2021 season. 
[This is a trial rule which will remain in place until the 2021 Rules Change AGM at which 

point it must be ratified or removed] 

 
 

 
  



Current Rule  
 

Part 3 Rules for the Championship 

 
3.2 Categories 

The Championships are held in the following categories: 

Senior Championships of Ireland 

Intermediate Championships of Ireland 

Club Championships of Ireland 

Novice Championships of Ireland 

Lightweight Championships of Ireland 

Junior Championships of Ireland 

Change to: 

 
3.2 Categories 

The Championships are held in the following categories: 

Senior Championships of Ireland 

Intermediate Championships of Ireland 

Club Championships of Ireland 

Novice Championships of Ireland 

Lightweight Championships of Ireland 

Junior Championships of Ireland 

Any eligible 2020 Junior may enter the newly created Junior 19 Championships in 2021 

(i.e. a separate set of Championships for the 2020 Juniors at the 2021 Championships)  

[This is a trial rule which will remain in place until the 2021 Rules Change AGM at which 

point it must be ratified or removed] 

 

 

  



Current Rule 

3.21  Championship Extinction 

If less than three crews shall start in the final of any event for two successive 

years, that event shall cease to be a Championship but may be reinstated by a 

simple majority vote of the Board. Such a reinstatement must be ratified by a 

simple majority vote of the next AGM.  

 

Change to: 

3.21  Championship Extinction 

If less than three crews shall start in the final of any event for two successive 

years, that event shall cease to be a Championship but may be reinstated by a 

simple majority vote of the Board. Such a reinstatement must be ratified by a 

simple majority vote of the next AGM. For the 2021 Championships this rule is 

suspended. 

[This is a trial rule which will remain in place until the 2021 Rules Change AGM at which 

point it must be ratified or removed] 

 

 

  



Current Rule 

2.19.1 Open  

Open to all.   

Competitors shall be graded into five Open grades - Senior, Intermediate, Club 1, 

Club 2, Novice as determined by points accumulated as follows: 

 All competitors carry a separate score for both rowing and sculling. Any reference to 

 rower hereafter will be taken to also mean sculler where relevant.  

 Rower’s score (RS) or Sculler’s score (SS) is decided by points awarded or deducted. 

 RS/SS can range from zero to a maximum of 1200 points. Coxes do not attract RS/SS.  

Sculling and sweep disciplines carry separate scores for each athlete. The scores track 

separately until the athlete reaches 1000 points in any one discipline. Once a rower or 

sculler reaches 1000 in any one discipline, they will automatically move to a minimum 

of 501 points in the other.  

A registered rower in their first year of registration will start on zero points. Once a 

rower achieves 300 points, their score may not subsequently decrease below 300.  

 A win in each event entered at a regatta attracts the following points: 

 

Non status regatta  no points  

Semi status regatta  50 points  

Full status regatta including Overseas regattas  100 points  

Championship Event at the Irish Rowing Championships  200 points  

Selection to compete at the European Juniors and  

European Under 23 Championships. 

200 points  

Selection to compete at Junior World Championships,  

Youth Olympics, Under 23 World Championships and  

European Senior Rowing Championships 

200 points 

 

Selection to compete at Olympic Regatta, Senior World Championship, European 

Senior Championships or FISA World Cups will attract maximum points up to 1200 

points 

 A loss in each event at a regatta attracts the following point’s deductions: 

Non status regatta  no points  



Semi status regatta  20 points  

Full status regatta  20 points  

Overseas regatta  no points  

Championship Event at the Irish Rowing Championships  20 points  

 

There shall be a cap of 40 points in the reduction a rower may achieve at any one 

regatta. 

Points will be added or deducted at midnight of the Wednesday week after the 

event.  

 Points will not be added or subtracted where: 

  1. The boat does not start the event.  

 2. The boat is disqualified.  

 3. The boat does not finish the event.  

 Junior 18 and Junior 16 rowers entering Senior events will attract the same points as 

 Seniors for scoring purposes up to a maximum of 600 points.   

Junior 18 and Junior 16 rowers will accumulate a minimum of 100 points per year on 

their RS and SS. The points are allocated at the 31 December each year. 

Change to: 

2.19.1 Open  

Open to all.   

Competitors shall be graded into five Open grades - Senior, Intermediate, Club 1, 

Club 2, Novice as determined by points accumulated as follows: 

 All competitors carry a separate score for both rowing and sculling. Any reference to 

 rower hereafter will be taken to also mean sculler where relevant.  

 Rower’s score (RS) or Sculler’s score (SS) is decided by points awarded or deducted. 

 RS/SS can range from zero to a maximum of 1200 points. Coxes do not attract RS/SS.  

Sculling and sweep disciplines carry separate scores for each athlete. The scores track 

separately until the athlete reaches 1000 points in any one discipline. Once a rower or 

sculler reaches 1000 in any one discipline, they will automatically move to a minimum 

of 501 points in the other.  

A registered rower in their first year of registration will start on zero points. Once a 

rower achieves 300 points, their score may not subsequently decrease below 300.  



 A win in each event entered at a regatta attracts the following points: 

Non status regatta  no points  

Semi status regatta  50 points  

Full status regatta including Overseas regattas  100 points  

Championship Event at the Irish Rowing Championships  200 points  

Selection to compete at the European Juniors and  

European Under 23 Championships. 

200 points  

Selection to compete at Junior World Championships,  

Youth Olympics, Under 23 World Championships and  

European Senior Rowing Championships 

200 points 

 

Selection to compete at Olympic Regatta, Senior World Championship, European 

Senior Championships or FISA World Cups will attract maximum points up to 1200 

points 

 A loss in each event at a regatta attracts the following point’s deductions: 

Non status regatta  no points  

Semi status regatta  20 points  

Full status regatta  20 points  

Overseas regatta  no points  

Championship Event at the Irish Rowing Championships  20 points  

 

There shall be a cap of 40 points in the reduction a rower may achieve at any one 

regatta. 

Points will be added or deducted at midnight of the Wednesday week after the 

event.  

 Points will not be added or subtracted where: 

  1. The boat does not start the event.  

 2. The boat is disqualified.  



 3. The boat does not finish the event.  

 Junior 18 and Junior 16 rowers entering Senior events will attract the same points as 

 Seniors for scoring purposes up to a maximum of 600 points.   

Junior 18 and Junior 16 rowers will accumulate a minimum of 100 points per year on 

their RS and SS. The points are allocated at the 31 December each year. 

Should a championship be held earlier than July 2021, the winning points will not be 

allocated to the rowers until the end of the 2021 season. 

[This is a trial rule which will remain in place until the 2021 Rules Change AGM at which 

point it must be ratified or removed] 

 

  



Novice eligibility for 2021 Championship  
 

Current Rule 

2.20  Racing Grades  

Racing grades for all boats will be determined by the maximum permitted 

cumulative points allowable per boat per grade as follows:  

Max points 

per boat 

    

Grade 8+/X 4X/+/- 2-/X 1X 

Senior 9600 4800 2400 1200 

Intermediate 5600 2800 1400 700 

Club 1 4000 2000 1000 500 

Club 2 2000 1000 500 250 

Novice 0 0 0 0 

 

The Novice grade is for those competitors in their first year of registration who are 

over 16 years of age and have zero points at the beginning of the season. 

Scullers in crew boats and all sweep rowers can compete in any grade competition so 

 long as the total points of all competitors in the boat does not exceed the maximum 

 points allowable for that grade. 

Change to: 

2.20  Racing Grades  

Racing grades for all boats will be determined by the maximum permitted 

cumulative points allowable per boat per grade as follows:  

Max points 

per boat 

    

Grade 8+/X 4X/+/- 2-/X 1X 

Senior 9600 4800 2400 1200 

Intermediate 5600 2800 1400 700 

Club 1 4000 2000 1000 500 

Club 2 2000 1000 500 250 

Novice 0 0 0 0 



The Novice grade is for those competitors in their first year of registration who are 

over 16 years of age and have zero points at the beginning of the season. 

Scullers in crew boats and all sweep rowers can compete in any grade competition so 

 long as the total points of all competitors in the boat does not exceed the maximum 

 points allowable for that grade. 

Any eligible 2020 Novice may enter the 2021 Novice Championship 

[This is a trial rule which will remain in place until the 2021 Rules Change AGM at which 

point it must be ratified or removed] 

__________________________________________________________________  

  



Current Rule 

2.11 Entries 

Entries for all regattas or heads of the river must be made through the Rowing Ireland 

Electronic Entry System (Tracker). Entries for a Club, using the unique password 

allocated to that Club, are deemed to be official entries authorised by the club. This 

confirms that all those entered are bona fide members of the club and eligible to 

compete in the events for which they have been entered. The closing date for all 

regattas or heads of the river shall be the Wednesday week prior to the regatta or 

head of the river at 19.00. Entries shall not be accepted after the official closing of 

entries. 

No details about the entries for an event, may be released before entries have closed. 

The Captain or nominated representative may inspect the listing of crews entered on 

the day of the event. 

If only one entry for a regatta event is received, the organising committee shall offer 

the rowers the option of participating in another event  

[This is a trial rule which will remain in place until the 2021 Rules Change AGM at which 

point it must be ratified or removed] 

Change to: 

 2.11 Entries 

Entries for all regattas or heads of the river must be made through the Rowing Ireland 

Electronic Entry System (Tracker). Entries for a Club, using the unique password 

allocated to that Club, are deemed to be official entries authorised by the club. This 

confirms that all those entered are bona fide members of the club and eligible to 

compete in the events for which they have been entered. The closing date for all 

regattas or heads of the river shall be the Wednesday week prior to the regatta or 

head of the river at 19.00. Entries shall not be accepted after the official closing of 

entries. 

No details about the entries for an event, may be released before entries have closed. 

The Captain or nominated representative may inspect the listing of crews entered on 

the day of the event. 

If only one entry for a regatta event is received, the organising committee shall offer 

the rowers the option of participating in another event  

The closing date for 2021 championship events shall be the Wednesday two weeks 
prior to the Championships at 19.00. Entries shall not be accepted after the official 
closing of entries. 
[This is a trial rule which will remain in place until the 2021 Rules Change AGM at which 

point it must be ratified or removed] 

 


